Team Up
& Tee Off
Blind Golf Australia provides opportunities to
those with vision loss to either continue or to
start playing golf.
With rule modifications and partnering with a
caddie, anyone can experience the joy of a
great drive, chip or putt.

A GUIDE TO BLIND GOLF
Golf is a sport that can be enjoyed by everyone.
Playing golf is a way to enjoy the natural
environment of different locations, friendship of
fellow players and physical exercise.
While it is reasonable to think of golf as an
activity requiring good eyesight that is not the
case. The game of golf is also enjoyed by many
blind and vision impaired people throughout the
world who have another person acting as their
‘sighted guide’. This person is also known as a
caddie.
This guide is designed to assist people who
are already playing blind golf or for people who
wish to take up the game.

How is Blind Golf Organised?
International Blind Golf

The International Blind Golf Association (IBGA)
was formed in 1998 and is the governing and
sanctioning body of blind golf throughout the
world. The IBGA is dedicated to promoting the
sport worldwide, and assisting all blind golfers
enjoy the game.
The IBGA member countries along with the
associated countries can be found at

www.internationalblindgolf.com
IBGA has established policies for blind golf for
its members and associate members.

Blind Golf in Australia
Blind Golf Australia or BGA was founded
in 1992. There are currently five member
associations based in Western Australia, New
South Wales, Queensland, South Australia and
Victoria.
The objectives of Blind Golf Australia are to:
• promote the game of golf among blind and
vision impaired golfers throughout Australia.
• co-ordinate golf for blind and vision impaired
people between the states
• create standard policies for blind and vision
impaired golfers throughout Australia
• co-ordinate Blind Golf events within Australia.
• maintain a register of all Australian players,
their sight classifications and handicaps
• represent Australia at the International level
• manage all National and International events
held in Australia.

Golf Australia and Blind Golf Australia have a
Memorandum of Understanding which provides
a mechanism to promote the game of Blind Golf
in Australia.
WA, NSW, QLD, SA and VIC manage Blind
Golf events played in their states and organise
their own funding. Individuals become members
of their respective state associations and are
bound by the rules of that organization.
Any prospective blind golfer from a State or
Territory other than the 5 States mentioned is
encouraged to make contact with Blind Golf
Australia or refer to www.blindgolf.com.au for
details.

Sight Classifications
Blind golf is played with three sight classification
categories for players:

Blind B1

No light perception in either eye up to light
perception but unable to differentiate between
a blank sheet of white paper and a sheet of
white paper with a black symbol on it. All B1
players are required to wear approved black out
glasses in any competition sanctioned by IBGA
or BGA

Vision Impaired B2

Is from B1 to a maximum of less than 2/60 or
equivalent corrected in either or both eyes in
any direction

Vision Impaired B3

Is from a B2 to a maximum of less than 6/60 or
equivalent corrected in either or both eyes in
any direction
The IBGA has a standard sight classification
form which can be found on the BGA website.
All blind and vision impaired golfers will need to
update the sight classification form whenever
there is a change in their eyesight.
All prospective members must complete
a sight classification form to be eligible for
membership.

Only those with B1, B2 and B3 sight
classifications are eligible to compete in
national and international events.

How is blind golf played?
With two major exceptions, and a couple of
minor ones, Blind Golf is played in exactly
the same way as sighted golf. However, Blind
Golfers require a caddie to assist them around
a golf course.
The golfer and their caddie form a partnership
with the caddie often called the blind golfers
guide.
The major difference between blind and sighted
golf is that blind golfers are allowed to ground
their club in a hazard. A hazard is usually a
bunker but can be a water hazard in some
circumstances. The other major difference is
that the caddie may stand behind the flag as
the blind golfer putts.
For further information refer to the Modifications
of the Rules of Golf for Golfers with Disabilities.

The Role of the Caddie
A blind and vision impaired golfer and their
caddie form a partnership with the caddie
acting as the golfer’s guide. The caddie has a
number of responsibilities depending on the

golfer’s level of sight.
The caddie’s tasks are many and will usually
include:
• ensuring the golfer is ready to hit off at the
assigned time
• checking the local rules before going to the
first tee.
• ensuring that the scorecard is completed
correctly.
• in stableford events ensuring the golfer knows
which holes they get strokes on, and how
many strokes on each hole according to the
golfer’s handicap.
• swapping scorecards with playing partners
before teeing off on the first hole.
• identifying the type of ball being used by each
player.
• having some knowledge of the rules of golf.
• assisting their golf partner to keep up with
play in their group.
• ensuring the correct number of strokes for the
player they are marking the scorecard for and
the player they are caddying for are marked
on the scorecard
• entering the scores for each hole on completion of the hole after having agreed these with
the caddie for the person whose card is being
marked. Scores should be entered once the
group gets to the next tee.
• ensuring that they have an idea of where the
golfers ball lands. All caddies in the playing
group should work as a team wherever possible in this respect. If in doubt as to where the
ball has landed or if it has gone out of bounds,
advise the golfer to hit a provisional ball. The
golfer must advise the other players in the
group that they are hitting a provisional ball.

• being able to reasonably judge distances. A
vision impaired golfer relies on their caddie
to advise the distance/direction the next shot
should be hit.
• the caddie may consult with the golfer about
which club to use. The golfer makes the final
decision.
• being able to assess greens for pace, direction and slope. Do this when the group is on
the green and when it is safe to do so. If required, stand behind the flag while your golfer
is putting.
• ensure the safety of the golfer and the caddie
when positioning on the fairways and greens.
Be aware when going into the rough or on to
another fairway to hit your ball. There is no
right of way on another fairway to the one you
are playing. Always give way to those golfers
who are playing on that fairway.
• be aware of your position in the field. It is important to keep up with the group in front.
• tally and agree the total score with the caddie
marking your players card on completion of 18
holes. Complete the scorecards and make sure
your golfer signs their card. Hand the card to the
person appointed by the Committee organizing
the event to receive completed scorecards

Rule Modifications

(Taken from the R & A Modification of Golf for
Golfers with Disabilities)
Rule 8-1 (Advice)
In view of the Definition of “Coach”, it is
suggested that Rule 8-1 be modified as follows:
8-1. Advice
During a stipulated round, a player must not:
a. give advice to anyone in the competition
playing on the course other than his partner, or
b. asks for advice from anyone other than his
partner, either of their caddies or, if applicable,
their coaches.
Rule 13-4b (Grounding Club in Hazard)
4. Provided nothing is done that constitutes
testing the condition of the hazard or improves
the lie of the ball, there is no penalty if a blind
golfer grounds his club in a hazard preparatory
to making a stroke. However, the player is
deemed to have addressed the ball when he
has taken his stance.

Rule 14-2b (Position of Caddie or Partner)
Due to the complexities involved in aligning a
blind golfer, it may be difficult or unreasonable
to expect the blind golfer and his coach to
comply with Rule 14-2b. Therefore, there is no
penalty if a player’s coach positions himself on
or close to an extension of the line of play or
the line of putt behind the ball during a stroke,
provided the coach does not assist the player in
any other manner during the stroke.
However, given the intent of Rule 14-2b, it
may be appropriate to prohibit a coach from
remaining in a position that contravenes
this Rule if he is performing the duties of a
coach or a caddie for two different players
simultaneously.

